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Issue 124, November 2025 

 

SPF  DIGITAL 

CHAMPIONSHIP 2025  
        Sponsored by Paper Spectrum       

The Judging is being held on Sunday 16th Nov 2025 at 
Victoria Hall, Dunblane, to which all Club members are 
welcome to attend whether your Club has entered or not. The 
Admission Desk opens at 9am and access to the Tea/Coffee 
room, with the event starting at 10am. See Full Parking and 
Location Information on page 3 of this e-flash. 

Tea/coffee and biscuits will be available and is included in your admission 
ticket price of £8.00, payable cash on the door, on the day - No pre-booking 
required. Our Raffle is also Cash only.  

The Judges are Nick Hilton DPAGB, BPE5*, EFIAP/s and Dave Butler MFIAP, MPSA2, ARPS, 

BPE5, Hon LCPU both from L&CPU and Jack Bamford DPAGB, AFIAP, APAGB from NCPF. 

Our 2025 Championship is once again being run as two separate 
competitions ‘The Plate Competition 2025’ and ‘The Bowie Competition 2025’. 
The First Round of both competitions will be judged in the morning. Over the 
lunch hour Clubs will select their Final Round images. After lunch the Finals of 
both the Plate and the Bowie will be Judged. The total scores from the morning 
and afternoon sessions (as outlined in the rules) will give the winners on the 
day. No images will be seen twice, and there will be smaller rounds in both the 
morning and afternoon sessions. There are a number of Individual Awards to 
win in each competition as well as new SPF Ribbons to be won! 

As event main sponsor Paper Spectrum has once again 

given us a special SPF championship discount code of 

SPF2025 for you to 

receive 15% discount 

off all Pinnacle Paper, 

Mount Board and 

Backing Board. This 

code is valid until the 

end of November 2025.   
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More 2024 Digital Awards L to R by Gaille Gray, Ken Dow, Stephanie Wilkie and Gary Bradley (See web for full details) 

Full event Rules please see the SPF Digital Championship page of the SPF 
Website which can be accessed from the below link 

https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/spf-digital-championship 

For a copy of the Event Timetable for the Day please visit the above webpage 
or click on the below link for a PDF copy. 

https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/sites/default/files/downloads/timetable_for_2025_1.pdf 
 

 

Some of the successful PAGB Awards recipients in April 2025 with PAGB Awards Chairman Rod Wheelans 

(See website for full details) 

Those Scottish photographers successful at the 

PAGB Awards held in Dunblane in Apr 2025 
together with those successful in the 

FIAP Distinctions in 2025 
will be presented with their Certificates at this event. 

 
FIAP DISTINCTIONS L to R by George Robertson AFIAP, Lorna Hayton EFIAP/b, Margaret Lothian EFIAP and 

Jim Stevenson EFIAP/s (See website for full details) 

https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/spf-digital-championship
https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/sites/default/files/downloads/timetable_for_2025_1.pdf
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ALSO, At the SPF Digital Championship 

NEW SPF RIBBONS BEING PRESENTED 

 
Clubs can purchase these ribbons from us for presenting at their 
Club 10 for £15.00 inc P&P. See the following PDF for full details – 

https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/sites/default/files/downloads/spf_medals_order_form_2025_sept.pdf 

8th Masters of Prints 
The 60 accepted prints will be displayed throughout 

the day at our SPF Digital Championship 

We are also happy to collect your print entries for the 

9th Masters of Print  
Please leave your print entries against the wall behind 

the scoring desk.  
For full details and closing date information on the 9th 

Masters of Print please see the following page. 

https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/sites/default/files/downloads/spf_medals_order_form_2025_sept.pdf
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The PAGB Masters of Print Competition is held each year, 

followed by a public Exhibition. Individual Photographers who 
are members of affiliated Clubs may enter directly. Clubs may 
enter the work of multiple Photographers. Prints may be entered 
to any combination of the Monochrome, Colour and Nature 
Categories, and awards are made to individual prints and to one 
or more Clubs. Prints are then selected for the Exhibition. 

 

https://thepagb.org.uk/events/pagb-masters-of-print/ 

https://thepagb.org.uk/events/pagb-masters-of-print/
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CeWe are also the printers of the excellent Masters of Print 

printed catalogue supplied to every entrant.  

TO FIND OUT ABOUT SCOTTISH SUCCESSES IN THE 8th Masters of Print 
visit https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/pagb-gb-cup-gb-trophy-and-new-masters-print 

 

NEW Aug 2025 What is Allowed or Not Allowed 
when entering SPF Competitions and AI Guidance 
A reminder that entries made into all of our SPF Competitions must now comply fully with the ‘ethos’ 
contained within this guidance document, and this compliance now appears as a ‘Rule’ within our 
competitions (from June 2023). Furthermore, if the SPF is in any doubt of the eligibility of an entry, they 
may request RAW files or jpegs (incl. neighbouring jpegs). 

This document has been updated due to questions received over recent 
months from Clubs or individuals. We have added additional clarifications 
to our earlier document and updated our 'What Is and Isn't Allowed and 

https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/pagb-gb-cup-gb-trophy-and-new-masters-print
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SPF Competitions' document (marked Aug 2025 Issue 5) available from 
the below link, or from the Competition Guidance page of our website. 

https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/sites/default/files/downloads/what_is_and_isnt_allowed_spf_competitions_and_ai_2025_5.pdf 

It has come to our notice that some people are mistakenly quoting that “The SPF don’t allow photos created 
using ‘AI’ within their SPF Competitions”. Strictly speaking this statement is incorrect. There are no 
restrictions on using software that is called ‘AI’ such as Photoshop or Lightroom we have all been using 
these programs and ‘AI’ tools for years within previous versions of Photoshop etc. This is because AI (or AI 
Assisted) uses existing image content only when processing the image. 

The SPF do however wish to ensure that all parts of the finished photograph have been taken by the author. 
We therefore do not allow those ‘AI’ features that ‘Generate’ content using other people’s imagery or text 
prompts. This is because AI Generate (or Generative AI) has human-like intelligence, and imports new 
content into the image, so some or all of the pixels in the image will no longer have been taken by the 
author. 

Key features in Photoshop or Lightroom to avoid that ‘generate’ content include - Generate Image’, 
Generative Fill’, ‘Generative Expand’, ‘Generative Remove’, and Text Prompts or Effects. There isn't an 
overall switch to disable all ‘AI Generate’ features in Lightroom or Photoshop, it is handled on a tool-by-tool 
basis as in the following example. 

This does not mean that a tool such as the Remove tool cannot be used. In both Lightroom and Photoshop, 
the remove tool has an option to untick ‘Generative AI’ or turn off ‘Generative AI’ in Photoshop (on the 
options bar). If ‘Generative AI’ is turned off, the tool still uses the advantages of the new AI Firefly, but it 
uses it as a Content-Aware removal tool, meaning it is using the information from the photographer’s own 
picture to replace the area, not imagery from other people’s photographs, so no infringement of our rules. 

The document also has links to relevant web areas you may find of use and explains more about AI 
Generator Software. The PAGB's position is also given at the end of the August 2025 version of this SPF 
guidance document 'What Is and Isn't Allowed and SPF Competitions'.  

It is appreciated that the individual photographer may not be fully aware of exactly how individual 
processing functions act, whether in-camera or in post-processing. However, photographers should be 
aware of when any significant addition has been made to their image which is not part of their original. 

The SPF’s advice is to try your best to enter images that comply with the ‘ethos’ 
or ‘spirit’ of this document , and the PAGB’s ‘Only You Can Know’ document.   

The examples given may also help but they are not meant to be definitive, merely a 
guide, and should be read in conjunction with the PAGB’s ‘ONLY YOU CAN KNOW’  
document supplied at Page 5 or from the following link  

https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/sites/default/files/downloads/only_you_can_know.pdf 
 

SPF Diary Dates 2025-26 Season 
16th Nov 2025 SPF Digital Championship 2025 - Audience event Dunblane 

29th Nov 2025 *Event fully booked* SPF AWARDS WORKSHOP  At Carluke 

Jan 2026 SPF AWARDS WORKSHOP TBC 

Early Jan 2026 SPF Print Championship 2026 Online Entry Opens Online 

24th Jan 2026 
SPF Print Championship 2026 - Final Receipt of 

Prints for Remote Areas 
To Remote Drop-Off 

Points 

7th Feb 2026 
SPF Print Championship 2026 Final Close for 

Receipt of Prints to Carluke 
Carluke 

15th Feb 2026 SPF Print Championship 2026 - Audience event Dunblane 

25th & 26th Apr 2026 PAGB Awards for Photographic Merit Adjudication Northern Counties 

1st May 2026 SPF Annual Portfolios 2026 Closing Date  Carluke 

https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/sites/default/files/downloads/what_is_and_isnt_allowed_spf_competitions_and_ai_2025_5.pdf
https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/sites/default/files/downloads/only_you_can_know.pdf
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Many great shows are available from the PAGB’s Recorded Lecture Service 

Available to SPF Club Committees from the PAGB’s CMS website visit the 

website here - https://pagbhost.co.uk/main/main.php  

If you don’t have a login for the above site yet see full info here – 
https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/sites/default/files/downloads/what_is_available_in_the_pagb_cms_july_2024_updated_0.pdf  

or visit the SPF website SERVICES page for a copy of this info 
 

 

https://pagbhost.co.uk/main/main.php
https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/sites/default/files/downloads/what_is_available_in_the_pagb_cms_july_2024_updated_0.pdf
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FIAP DISTINCTIONS 2026 
CHANGES AND APPLYING 

The SPF is only permitted to submit applications to FIAP once a year, and our timetable for 
applications is different from that of the PAGB, SPF Applications open 1st March and close 

15th May, with submission to FIAP made in June to maintain an August certificate date.  

We require our own SPF forms, in addition to FIAP, so please wait for those and an update 
to the Notes for Applicants to appear dated 2026 before submitting.  

A new Excel form for 2026 is now available, more details below.  

I have previously notified via the SPF website and by email that there are major 
changes to the FIAP Distinctions Rules for AFIAP, EFIAP, EFIAP/levels etc.. 
applications from 1st January 2026. A number of New Distinctions are being 
added quite separate to the current Distinctions in the form of Portfolios. 

Full details on all of the above FIAP Distinctions are available in the 'Official NEW 
FIAP Distinctions Document 047-2025’ for 2026, available under the ‘FIAP Distinctions 
Next Applications (2026)’ heading from our dedicated SPF webpage – 

https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/fiap-distinctions-applying 

where you will also find all of the following in the downloads area – 

Details of the changes to AFIAP, EFIAP, EFIAP/levels etc from the 2025 
requirements are outlined in the 'SPF Guidance Notes on Changes to FIAP Distinctions 
for 2026_Issue 1 31st July 2026'  

 
 

FIAP have now supplied a copy of the updated Excel file that is required to be 
used for NFIAP, AFIAP, EFIAP and all EFIAP/levels etc, named ‘NEW FIAP EXCEL 
FILE FOR 2026..’ on our website (Please be aware that all formatting contained in this 
new file requires to be maintained so be careful trying to copy and paste from an old 
sheet.) 

https://www.scottish-photographic-federation.org/fiap-distinctions-applying
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FIAP have supplied a 32-page PDF PRESENTATION 337/2025 which covers all of the 
existing distinctions as well as the new Portfolio Distinctions. This is available 
to download although it will take some time to load into your browser as it is a 
largish file.  

 
 

FIAP have supplied a 7-page PDF CHEAT SHEET 338/2025 for you to refer to, which 
is an extract from the above presentation, and covers all of the existing 
distinctions as well as the new Portfolio Distinctions. 

 

 

For questions on the FIAP Distinctions or to be added to our FIAP Distinctions 
mailing list to be notified about all updates in paperwork for 2026 as they 

become available, please contact the SPF FIAP Liaison Officer on 
spfFLO1@gmail.com 

mailto:spfFLO1@gmail.com

